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JAMES RUTTEN — KIDS’ CANCER PROJECT 
Statement by Member for Warren–Blackwood 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [12.52 pm]: Two and a half years ago, I invited a then nine-year-old 
boy from Bridgetown to Parliament House to meet the Minister for Health. The minister kindly met with 
James Rutten and his family and friends, and James outlined his belief that more funding needs to be invested 
in childhood cancer research. James started raising money for the Kids’ Cancer Project after losing his best friend 
Declan Kane to neuroblastoma in May 2017. Since that meeting in Parliament House, James has walked a 42-kilometre 
section of the Bibbulmun Track with his sister Bethany and friend Tilly in an effort to raise money. He has participated 
in the SuperKids–SuperHeroes project—a project founded by Declan’s parents—involving a 600 kilometre 
scooter ride from Bridgetown to Perth Children’s Hospital that highlights the courage and bravery of childhood 
cancer patients and the need for research to find a cure, and the fundraising continues. He has been growing his 
hair since last year so it can be shaved off on 8 September as part of the Kids’ Cancer Project’s Lose Your Locks 
fundraiser. I applaud James for his commitment to this important cause, and for continuing to honour the memory 
of his friend Declan. James is now 11 years old and has a special message for the Minister for Health. He says, “I 
know Roger Cook is busy with all the COVID stuff, but could you please remind him how important it is to support 
the scientists and find a cure for childhood cancer.” I think we will be hearing a lot more about James in future years. 
Perhaps one day, Mr Speaker, he will be sitting in my seat and representing the people of Warren–Blackwood.  
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